
GoinG the 
distance

In the

Winner’s Circle
wIth the 2011 PresIdentIal 
stUdent aChIeVeMent 
award wInners

Cruisin’ with r.B.

GEt OFF thE BEAtEn PAth

Shift Into Gear

2011-2012 Guide to Your Student Life

with Sigma Alpha Pi
OrganizatiOn Of the Year

with Student Life’s 
Club of the Year, CSPS

Off-campus experiences

Explore Student Life 
and take a tour 
of the campuses



66

66
Intramural Sports
 & Recreation

Intramural Sports
 & Recreation 99

99
First Year 

Experience

First Year
Experience

11

11
Clubs and 

Organizations

Clubs and
Organizations

1717

1717
Leadership

 Development

Leadership
 Development

5959

5959
Campus Governance
Campus Governance

77

77
Diversity
Diversity

4545

4545
Campus Life
Campus Life

7474

7474
StudentMedia
StudentMedia

41414141

2121

7474

77

4141
Service
Service

Service
Student Media

Campus Life
Campus Governance
Clubs & Organizations

Leadership Development

Diversity
First Year Experience
Intramural Sports 
and Recreation

On all 8 campuses.Customize your future.



66

66
Intramural Sports
 & Recreation

Intramural Sports
 & Recreation 99

99
First Year 

Experience

First Year
Experience

11

11
Clubs and 

Organizations

Clubs and
Organizations

1717

1717
Leadership

 Development

Leadership
 Development

5959

5959
Campus Governance
Campus Governance

77

77
Diversity
Diversity

4545

4545
Campus Life
Campus Life

7474

7474
StudentMedia
StudentMedia

41414141

2121

7474

77

4141
Service
Service

Service
Student Media

Campus Life
Campus Governance
Clubs & Organizations

Leadership Development

Diversity
First Year Experience
Intramural Sports 
and Recreation

On all 8 campuses.Customize your future.

COME ALONG AND 
ENJOY THE RIDE

Student Life is all about you and making your college 
experience the best it can be. Show your Riverbat pride 
by taking advantage of Student Life programs that offer 
unique opportunities to have fun, meet other students, and 
develop lifelong skills. 

Explore your inner Riverbat. Find the fit that’s right for 
you, and get involved.



life4U is an aCC student produced magazine that provides useful and 
engaging content intended to orient students. the magazine is both a 
communication tool for the Office of student life and a real world learning 
experience for students in the areas of design, writing, photography, and 
advertising.

events are subject to change. 
Visit your campus student life for more information.
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Letter from the Director
Welcome students,
Student Life has programs that get you cruisin’ towards success.
Whether it’s movin’ into the fast lane with First Year Experience or kickin’ 

it into high gear with Clubs and Organizations, Student Life wants to help 
you customize your future.

Hop in the driver’s seat and test-drive your options as a Senator in 
Campus Governance, an event planner in Campus Life, or even a PAID 
intern in Student Media.

Rev your engine and be the driving force behind your experiences at ACC. 
Accelerate to any of our eight campuses and visit a Student Life checkpoint 
to learn more about volunteering with Service or upgrading your skills 
with Leadership Development. You can even recharge your batteries with 
Intramural Sports and Recreation or take a road trip through Diversity.

Take a break and make a pit stop at a student lounge or refuel with free 
food and drinks at one of our free events throughout the year.

Don’t let Student Life pass you by, we’re here to help you race to the finish 
line!

 
See you on the Student Life highway,

 

 
Cheryl Richard
Student Life Director
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Sabrina Holland is not 
cruising through life. She’s 
moving forward in overdrive.

Holland, who will attend 
the University of Texas at 
Arlington on full scholarship 
during fall 2011, has been 
an active and well known 
participant in Student Life. 
However, this was not always 
the case. “When I first 
attended ACC, I just came to 
school and went back home. It 
was boring,” Holland said. The 
turning point came in 2009 
when she was stricken with 
meningitis.

Recovering from the near 
death experience made her 
realize just how much she 
still wanted to do in life, and 
Holland has been actively 
involved with Student Life 
ever since. 

As a member of the Phi Theta Kappa honor society, Holland 
has held the positions of secretary, treasurer and Student Life 
Liaison, which involved representing Phi Theta Kappa to new 
students during orientation. She has volunteered for Student 
Life, been an orientation leader, CAB finance chair, served 
as SGA senator of Eastview and Riverside campuses, and has 
been inducted into Sigma Alpha Pi.

Through her involvement with Student Life, Holland 
organized Talk to the Hand, a workshop in which she taught 

in the

2011 Presidential Student Achievement Award Winners

students basic sign language. 
She also held another 
workshop in which she taught 
students how to crochet. “It 
makes me feel good to help 
people and see them do well,” 
said Holland.

One of Holland’s most 
memorable experiences with 
Student Life was when she 
was able to get free tickets to 
see President Obama when 
he came to Austin in 2010. 
Holland was photographed 
shaking President Obama’s 
hand and the picture ended 
up on the first page of the 
austin american-statesman. 
However, Holland counts 
winning the Presidential 
Student Achievement Award 
as the highlight of her ACC 
experience.

Holland encourages 
students to take advantage of all the opportunities and 
resources that ACC makes available to them. “I’ve used ACC’s 
day care and the lending library where students can borrow 
textbooks.”

She also urges her fellow students to participate in Student 
Life. “The Office of Student Life is always trying to get the 
students involved, and you really meet a lot of people. Get 
involved and just ask. Student Life has so many wonderful 
opportunities and they can open doors. Get involved!”
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Sabrina Holland and Jason Haydon are examples of generous and enthusiastic service with 
Student Life. Because of their academic excellence and commitment to ACC’s values and 
vision, they have earned ACC’s most prestigious student award.

Jason Haydon has pulled 
away from the field and is 
racing toward his goals. 

With a scholarship to attend 
the University of Texas at 
Austin, he will study history 
and government there during 
fall 2011.

While at ACC, Haydon 
has held numerous positions 
in the Student Government 
Association (SGA) including 
Northridge Senator and Senate 
Chair. 

Realizing that SGA needed 
a cohesive record of past 
and present officers, Haydon 
proposed that the position 
of historian be created. After 
nomination by the SGA 
president and confirmation by 
a membership vote, he became 
the first to hold the position. Haydon was also instrumental 
in the creation of the SGA scholarship and has worked to 
establish the SGA food pantry which will provide assistance 
and food items to ACC students. For his initiative and service 
Haydon was presented with the SGA Legacy Award.

Student Government holds special importance to Haydon. 
“There are nine board of trustees members who make 
decisions that affect the more than 45,000 students who attend 
ACC. It’s important that students have a voice. I realize that 
many students don’t have the time to serve. In the spring I 
scheduled my classes so I could be involved.” 

In addition to his 
involvement with SGA, 
Haydon has served as the 
Eastview vice president of 
Phi Theta Kappa, secretary 
of the Center for Student 
Political Studies, contributed 
to accent newspaper, and 
participated in the Silver Star 
Literacy Club which promotes 
literacy among children in the 
community .

“It’s important to be involved 
because you learn things 
outside class that supplement 
the education received inside 
the classroom. You make 
friends and connections that 
last beyond your time at ACC,” 
said Haydon.

Haydon has also had his 
share of difficulties. “In 2001 

I had to withdraw for personal reasons. I messed up, and I 
didn’t qualify for financial aid. I thought I couldn’t come back, 
but one of the good things about ACC is, even if you mess 
up, they will help you out.” Haydon advises students to talk to 
the counselors if they meet obstacles and to take advantage of 
available resources such as emergency funding from the ACC 
Foundation.

Coming back to work at ACC is one of Haydon’s goals. “I 
want to help give people the same opportunities that ACC has 
given me.” 
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__Campus______ 
______Life______

College life is more than a backpack full 
of books and hours of lectures. Bring on 
the excitement. The Office of Student Life is 
committed to helping students make the most of 
their time at ACC. 

Serving on the Campus Activity Funding 
Board (CAB) or the student Activity 
Advisory Board (sAAB) is an excellent way 
to contribute and learn valuable skills.

CAB distributes funding to help individual 
students and clubs hold events, take trips to 
conferences, print T-shirts, and plan many 
other activities. The annual Harvey Milk Day 
conference that includes several educational 
seminars and a march on the Texas Capitol is an 
example of a CAB funded event.

SAAB sponsors many activities on ACC’s 
campuses for the social, recreational, and 
educational benefit of students. Each campus 
has a SAAB that is made up of student leaders 
including a chair, directors of diversity, 
marketing, special interests and lectures, 
community service, and entertainment. 
Membership is open to all students, and student 

leaders receive a stipend.
For more information or to 

become involved with CAB or 
SAAB, go to the nearest Office 
of Student Life.

Name Laura Alarcon
Major Biology 
Plans Become an Osteopath, work in a family practice
Involvement Student Activity Advisory Board 
(SAAB) Director of Special Interests and Lectures at NRG
In her words “I created Organic Living on a 
Budget to help people learn how to have and maintain a healthy 
lifestyle, and not have to feel restricted because of a lack of funds. 
Get involved with the campus of your choice by volunteering to 
see if you like it. It takes a lot of dedication, but it's 
really worth it.”

A high octane experience

Campus Life
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__Campus______ 
______Life______

Name Joyce Alexander
Major Psychology
Plans Transfer to Texas State 
University for a Bachelor of Arts in 
Psychology
Involvement 
Campus Activity Funding Board 
(CAB) Director of Communications 
In her words 
“I’m proud of working with the 
different clubs and individual students 
and seeing how passionate they are 
about their events and knowing that 
CAB was able to help them. 

The best thing for new students to 
do is go and get involved with Student 
Life at their own campus and become 
exposed to the many opportunities 
that Student Life has to offer.”

During a glittering evening of fun and excitement, Student Life honored 
students, faculty, and staff at the 10th Annual nite in the Life awards 
ceremony on May 6, 2011.

The festivities began when a live band led dancing guests into the reception 
hall while playing “When the Saints go Marching In.”

Awards were given in several categories including the following:
•	 Student of the Year
•	 Organization of the Year
•	 Club of the Year and 
•	 Guiding Star Advisor 

At the conclusion of the awards ceremony, guests danced, dined, and partied 
the night away at the Vegas style casino room, photo booth, Karaoke bar, and 
disco.

Nite in the Life is the signature event where members of the 
ACC community who support Student Life throughout the year 
are recognized.

Get involved with Student Life and plan on attending the next 
nite in the Life celebration on April 27, 2012.

Celebrate at
nite in the Life

NIL page
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__Campus_________ 
__Governance_____

Make your voice heard through 
involvement with the student 
Government Association (SGA) and 
other shared governance committees.

shared governance committees 
make recommendations to the ACC 
administration and students are 
represented on those committees by 
the SGA. This system allows students to 
actively participate in the inner workings 
of campus life and make a direct impact.

The student Activity Fee Advisory 
Committee (sAFAC) is a shared 
governance committee that reviews 
the Student Life budget and makes 
recommendations. Membership on this 
committee is a great way to participate in 
fiscal decisions.

SGA is the main connection between 
students and the administration, 
therefore student participation is 
essential. Each year elections are held for 
the following positions:

•	President
•	Vice-President
•	 Secretary
•	Treasurer
•	Director of Communications
•	Parliamentarian
•	 Senate Chair
•	Two senators for each campus and 
•	Two senators for the following 

constituencies: Distance Learning 
Students, Students with Disabilities, 
International Students and Non-
Traditional Students.

Involvement in campus governance 
is a privilege and a great 
responsibility, so get 
involved, and vote.

Name Sophia C. Downing
Major Associate of Applied Science in Child Development
Plans Transfer to Texas State University, bachelor’s degree 
in family and consumer sciences, majoring in family and child 
development with a teaching certification
Involvement Former president of the Student 
Government Association, Orientation Leader
In her words “SGA’s biggest accomplishment this 
past year was establishing the SGA scholarship. During the summer, 
SGA is in the process of establishing a food pantry so that no ACC 
student needs to go hungry. 

Serving as president for SGA has taught me more than any single 
college course. I have learned hands on various parts of business 
management such as delegation, planning, teamwork, decision making, 
leadership, money management, and more.”

Get in the driver’s seat

campus governance
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__Campus_________ 
__Governance_____

Name Sarah Whatley
Major Global Studies
Plans Transfer to St. Edwards University, join 
the Peace Corps
Involvement Former Student 
Government Association Rio Grande Senator
In her words “I was proud of 
the money we (SGA) raised for prostate cancer in 
November at the Movember Benefit (men’s cancer 
benefit in November). I learned that group effort is 
important when you have a goal in mind.”

Eligibility requirements
•	 Minimum 2.5 GPA 
•	 Be enrolled in a minimum of six (6) credit hours
•	 Be in good standing prior to election
•	 Must not be on academic or disciplinary probation

Prior to elections all candidates must be interviewed by 
a member of the Election Commission and students interested in running for president must have served at least two 
consecutive semesters. Students interested in running for all other Executive Council positions must have served at least 
one semester in a Student Government Association office.

For a full list of requirements go to austincc.edu/sga. 

Make your voice heard:
run For student 
Government Office

Name Zachary Salinas
Major Drama
Plans Attend the American Academy of 
Dramatic Arts
Involvement Current Student 
Government Association Round Rock Senator
In his words “Serving with SGA and 
Student Life has made me a better leader and a better 
follower. It teaches you about caring for others, self-
sacrifice, and service. 

Don’t be nervous. Ask questions. The resources are 
there. Go to Student Life.”
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____Clubs_and___________ 
___Organizations______

Go beyond the boundaries of the traditional 
college curriculum by joining a club or 
organization. 

Interested in video games? There’s a club 
for that. Looking for ways to serve your 
community? There’s an organization for that. 
Enjoy cooking? Love to dance? Have kids? 
There are clubs for all of those, too. 

ACC currently has 37 officially 
registered clubs and organizations to 
choose from. These groups represent leisure, 
professional, service, cultural, and faith-
based interests. If you can’t find the club or 
organization you’re looking for, Student Life 
encourages you to start a new one. 

In order to start a new club, get three 
students to participate—a president, a 
secretary, and a treasurer—along with 
one faculty or staff advisor. Student Life 
involvement Fairs are a great way to see 
what’s available. They will be held in the 
fall on september 7-8, 2011, and in the 
spring on February 1-2, 2012.

Through workshops on leadership, 
marketing, and communication, the Nuts 
and Bolts program provides support for 
students who take the initiative to start a club 
or participate in leadership roles. The fall 
session of nuts and Bolts is scheduled for 
september 23, 2011. The spring session is 
scheduled for February 17, 2012.

In addition to leadership support, student 
groups may also receive funding for events, 
trips, conferences, and much more. Simply 

apply for funding from the 
student run Campus Activity 
Funding Board (CAB).

This is your Student Life. Go 
ahead and make it happen. 

Clubs and Orgs

Take our clubs and 
organizations for a spin

Name David Saenz
Major Photography
Plans Career in photojournalism and film 
Involvement Chair of the SafePlace Committee for 
Phi Theta Kappa, launched Unzipped, a training program designed to 
prevent sexual assault through awareness and student activism
In his words “As an individual, my leadership 
abilities and public speaking skills have grown so much. I’ve come to 
see myself as a leader, and I have overcome anxiety for public speaking.” 
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____Clubs_and___________ 
___Organizations______

Name Jason Shaw
Major Continuing education student, currently a journeyman 
electrician with 17 years in the trade
Plans Increase knowledge in the renewable energy field and 
business management 
Involvement Co-chair of the Renewable Energy 
Student Association (RESA)
In his words “My experiences with the people 
of Student Life have been very positive, and they have been very 
supportive of my efforts in making the Renewable Energy Student 
Association a student chapter of the American Solar Energy Society 
(ASES).

My advice to students who have an interest in joining or starting 
a club on any campus is to start with the Office of Student Life. They 
have a lot of support in place to help the students if they want to start 
up a club or run an existing one.”

Over a dozen performers stepped, rapped, and sang their way into the 
lime light at the first Step and Talent Showcase sponsored by Men of 
Distinction and the MOD Squad at Eastview Campus on April 15, 2011.

Instead of tickets, food items were collected at the door for donation 
to a local food bank. According to event organizer and MOD Squad 
President Darrell Hubbard, plans are underway to make the Step and 
Talent Showcase an annual event.

The MOD Squad is the student club associated with the Men of 
Distinction Program which is designed to support the success of 
African-American males at ACC. The program provides assistance with 
applying for financial aid and scholarship applications, peer-to-peer 
support, and encourages participation in statewide conferences and 
training.

Look out for more great activities from ACC’s clubs and organizations.

 step and talent showcase

Name Shamika Lewis
Major Nursing
Plans Pursue nursing, eventually become a pediatrician
Involvement Gold member with Phi Theta Kappa
In her words “I’ve been involved in several 
activities and events like the AIDS Walk, SafePlace, and interacting 
with clients at the Austin State Hospital, to name a few. 

I would advise students to get connected and ask questions 
and don't be afraid to ask a silly question. Student Life has many 
opportunities to get and stay connected.” 
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___Diversity_____

No two people are alike, and that’s a good 
thing. 

ACC’s student body is a vibrant mix of 
political and social attitudes and diverse 
cultures and ethnicities. Students hail 
from all walks of life. Many students speak 
multiple languages, some are recent high 
school graduates, and others have been in the 
workforce for several years. Diversity is the 
engine that keeps campus life running.

Student Life provides several ways to 
experience and learn from ACC’s multifaceted 
student body.

unity Jam is Student Life’s ultimate 
celebration of diversity. The event promotes 
inclusion and multiculturalism while 
highlighting music, food, dance, culture, and 
social issues. 

The Multicultural Awareness Coalition 
(MAC) is a new student led group that helps 
fund diversity activities. Students have three 
opportunities to apply for MAC funding. 
Applications for spring funding will be 
accepted online at the Student Life website on 
October 21, 28, and november 4.

Equality Now is a campus club that promotes 
diversity by advocating tolerance and 
acceptance. The club advocates acceptance not 
only for the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 
and queer community, but for everyone.

Information on how to become members 
of these organizations can be 
found at all Student Life offices. 
Become a proud member of 
ACC’s diversity programs.

Name Omar Lopez
Major Hospitality Management
Plans Study international relations at Texas State University

Involvement Former president of 
Equality Now, Orientation Leader 
In his words 
“In Equality Now we are trying 
to help make sure ACC is no 

place for hate, not just for the gay 
and lesbian community, but for 
everyone. Coming to ACC has 

been one of the best experiences. 
The people have been warm and 
helpful and the campuses are 
conveniently located.”

diversity

Have a look 
under the hood
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___Diversity_____

Name Johnny Evans
Major Auto Mechanic Certificate
Plans Become a mechanic and help 
others to succeed
Involvement Men of 
Distinction member
In his words “The Men 
of Distinction program helped me closer 
evaluate what I plan to do in the future and 
it also helped me meet people of different 
backgrounds. There are lots of programs that 
you can sign up for to help with leadership 
skills.

When you have a problem it’s nice to 
be able to discuss it with others who will 
understand. Men of Distinction helps you 
work on problems in groups and helps you 
decide what you want to do down the road.” 

Student Life celebrates multiculturalism with Unity Jam each semester. In addition to food and music, 
presentations will be made on topics such as 

•	 The Education of Music: Pop culture
•	 Combat: The Military Experience
•	 Bullying Awareness

Events including an American Sign Language Poetry Hour will also be part of the festivities.
The main theme this year will be “Cell of Oppression” with a focus on overcoming oppression and fear. 

Join in the fun at unity Jam

Stop by your campus and celebrate
October 18, 2011 - Cypress Creek & South Austin 
October 19, 2011 - Round Rock & Riverside

February 29, 2012 - Northridge & Rio Grande 
March 1, 2012 - Eastview & Pinnacle
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____First_Year__________ 
_____Experience________

Get your college experience off to a 
winning start by participating in ACC’s First 
Year Experience. The First Year Experience 
helps students make a smooth transition into 
life at ACC and is designed to make everyone 
feel at home.

the Orientation Program (tOP) 
is a mandatory program for first-time 
college students with zero credit hours. 
TOP is designed to acquaint students with 
campus resources and services and promote 
participation in Student Life. Students are 
encouraged to join in the activities of the live 
TOP sessions, and an online version, ACC 
103 is also available.

Student Life also hosts welcome week 
during the first week of each semester. 
During this time the Student Life and 
ACC staff are out in full force to answer 
questions and help students settle into their 
college routines. Students will also have an 
opportunity to meet and mingle with R.B., 
the ACC mascot, during the riverbat Bash 
at The Belmont on september 1, 2011.

Students can continue to receive 
Student Life updates beyond 
Welcome Week when they connect 
with Student Life via Facebook 
and Twitter. Stay in the loop with 
notifications on activities, special 
events, and special giveaways all year 
long.

Through the Front Door Initiative 
program, Student 
Life promotes a warm, 
inviting culture to ensure 
that students feel right at 
home. Welcome. This is 
your Student Life.fye

Accelerate into your 
first year

Name Dennis Pezzaro
Major Criminal Justice
Plans Bachelor of Arts from Texas State University, become a 
police officer
Involvement Orientation Leader
In his words “Being involved with Student Life 
allowed me to further myself as an individual and give back to the 
community. You get experiences with Student Life that you don’t get 
by just being a student. I’ve really seen myself develop as someone 
who can lead and follow at the appropriate times.

Get involved. A lot of students come 
to ACC, go to class, and go home. They 

won’t get that true college experience. 
Involvement with Student Life allows 

them to have fun while they’re 
here to learn. They will 

meet new people, get 
connected, and have 
community service 
opportunities.”
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____First_Year__________ 
_____Experience________

Name Malcolm Smith
Major International Business 
Plans Transfer to the University of Texas at Austin
Involvement Orientation Leader
In his words “Becoming involved in the local 
community of ACC’s Round Rock Campus allows flexibility for both 
work and school. It’s a lot of fun, and I meet a lot of people that I 
eventually call friends.”  

Name Kristine Reymundo
Major Pre-Pharmacy
Plans Become a compounding pharmacist in a retail setting 
and researcher
Involvement Orientation Leader, vice-president 
Sigma Alpha Pi, member of Phi Theta Kappa and Alpha Mu Gamma
In her words “When I started orienting students, 
my voice was shaking and my knees turned to jelly. Interacting 
with my fellow orientation leaders and freshmen students made 
me improve my communication skills. It also became valuable as a 
stepping stone in my dream career.”

Student Life hosts Welcome Week activities during the first week of classes and invites all students to attend. 
Festivities include hula dance performances, free food and video games. Student Life also helps students get to know 
their campus and provides them with a place to hang out, play video games, or study. Student Life’s Front Door 
Initiative provides a welcoming atmosphere. Just look for the tropical decorations if you need information.

Students who have finished their first semester, with at least six credit hours and a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5,  
may apply to become Orientation Leaders. 

Being an Orientation Leader is a year long position, and duties include assisting Student Life in implementing 
the First Year Experience, recruiting students to 
participate in Student Life programming, and 
providing campus tours to new and current students.

Put those leadership, communication, and 
teamwork skills to work. Applications for the  
2012 - 2013 school year can be found on the Student 
Life website or at any Student Life office in January.

welcome to ACC and your student Life

Dates to remember
August 22-26, 2011 - Fall Welcome Week 
September 1, 2011 - Riverbat Bash at The Belmont
January 17-20, 2012 - Spring Welcome Week
January 17, 2012 - Orientation Applications Available
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_Intramural_Sports__ 
__and_Recreation______

Put the pedal to the metal and keep your mind 
sharp and focused for learning with Intramural 
Sports and Recreation.

Physical activity is the perfect way to keep off 
that extra 15 pounds that many students gain 
during their first year of college. Intramurals 
provide exercise, recreation, and 
competition in a fun and safe environment. 
After a long day of studying, shooting some 
hoops or trading a few volleys at the net may be 
just what the doctor ordered. Men’s and women’s 
basketball and tennis are just two of the many 
ways to shake off stress and have a good time.

In addition, special events such as the Punt, 
Pass, & Kick, tennis, kickball, and basketball 
tournaments will also be held. At the Costume 
Bowling Ball, get into the spirit of the season and 
wear your Halloween costume at Highland Lanes. 
The ACC sports season runs about six weeks. 
Fall registration begins on August 8, 2011. 
spring registration begins on January 17, 
2012. 

Students can register online at austincc.edu/rec. 
 
ACC intramural sports include
•	 Men’s and women’s soccer
•	 Men’s and women’s basketball
•	 Men’s and women’s tennis
•	 Men’s and women’s volleyball

Engage that inner athlete or pick 
a team and cheer on your fellow 
Riverbats.

Name Jeffrey Matthews
Major Information Technology
Plans Become a professional basketball player in the 
National Basketball Association, or work in animation
Involvement Active participant in intramural 
sports programs
In his words “The intramural sports program 
gets people involved in school activities, builds character and self-

confidence and increases 
social interaction.

Just get out and 
participate. It’s lots of fun, 

and there is so much to 
do.”

intramural sports 

Rev your engine 
and recharge those 
batteries
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_Intramural_Sports__ 
__and_Recreation______

In an action packed 67-60 victory, the Hoosiers sped past team Too Live in ACC’s 
spring 2011 Intramurals Men’s Basketball Tournament. Along with bragging rights, 
Hoosiers took home trophies, intramural T-shirts, and commemorative backpacks.

Nine teams competed in the all-day, April 9 tournament, and the best is still 
to come. ACC’s biggest basketball tournament is scheduled for november 12, 
2011, according to Student Life Intramurals Coordinator Tracy Partin. The 
tournament is free and open to all ACC students.

In addition to men’s basketball, students competed in women’s basketball, women’s 
soccer, and dodgeball during the spring 2011 intramural season.

Enjoy the fun, camaraderie, and excitement of Intramural Sports and Recreation 
as an active participant. Online registration begins August 8, 2011.

Join in the fun, there’s 
something for everyone 

Name Cicilie Falbo
Major Health and kinesiology
Plans Become a girl’s high school  
basketball coach
Involvement Intramural 
basketball participant
In her words “I learned 
about Intramural Sports and Recreation from the 
Student Life website. Since ACC doesn’t compete 
in collegiate athletics, I joined their intramural 
team. I’ve met many friends I still talk to today 
through intramural basketball. It gave us a set time 
and place to play the sport we love.

Get involved. You won’t regret it. It connects you 
to people and it’s really fun.”

Ask about these fun Fall 2011 activities at your student Life office: 
•	 Bowling  

September 15 @  6:30 p.m. at Westgate Lanes  
October 28 @ 11:30 a.m. at Highland Lanes

•	 Student Life staff vs. First Year Students kickball  
September 29 @ 7 p.m. at Gillis Park

•	 Punt, Pass, & Kick Competition  
October 8 @ 9 a.m. at Barton Jaycees Field

•	 tennis tournament for students, faculty, staff  
October 22 @ 8:30 a.m. at RVS Courts

•	 Ping Pong Tournament  
November 2 @ 11 a.m. RGC
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speakers for Fall 2011
November 8, CYP- Leveraging Facebook, 
Twitter and Your Digital Identity 
-Tom Kreiglestein, Swift Kick founder

November 9, SAC - Becoming the Highest 
Version of Yourself 
-Bertice Berry, novelist and educator

November 21, PIN - Pursuing Your Passion at 
All Costs 
-Alexis Jones, former Survivor contestant

November 22, 2011 - Revealing a 
More Beautiful You 
-Nigel Barker, America’s Next Top Model

__Leadership_______ 
___Development____

ACC has the resources to help you realize your full 
leadership potential. Don’t worry about being shy or 
reserved. Student Life will help you bring out your 
inner leader.

The Emerging Leadership Challenge is a 
workshop-based program designed to guide students 
through all phases of the leadership process, from 
concept to implementation. Students who complete 
the challenge earn the designation of Emerging 
Leader.

The Leadership Luncheon: A Diversity and 
Leadership Symposium features workshops and 
speakers who focus on leadership strategies so 
that students can further hone and develop their 
leadership skills. The event, hosted by students from 
the Multicultural Awareness Coalition (MAC), and 
Emerging Leaders, will be held on April 13, 2012.

Student Life clubs and organizations also play a 
major role in leadership development. 

sigma Alpha Pi is an organization dedicated 
to helping individuals discover and develop their 
leadership potential. The organization holds several 
events and features video speakers that promote 

leadership development.
Visit a Student Life office and decide 

which leadership opportunities are 
best for you.

Name Cherish Elliott
Major Small Business Management and Marketing
Plans Graduate in 2013
Involvement Sigma Alpha Pi member
In her words “Membership in Sigma 
Alpha Pi taught me that being on time is a priority when it 
comes to business and goals. 

Learn to establish goals whether long or short term, and 
become a great leader or a great role model.”

On the road to success
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__Leadership_______ 
___Development____

take the Leadership Challenge
This fall students can look forward to Student Life’s newest leadership program, 

the Emerging Leadership Challenge. The Emerging Leadership Challenge is an eight-
week training program in which participants will gain leadership experience through 
planning and executing service projects and attending weekly conferences on topics 
such as:

•	 Goal setting
•	 Leadership styles
•	 Business etiquette
•	 Ethics
•	 Integrity

Participants who complete the workshops will receive an Emerging Leadership 
Certification provided by the Office of Student Life. The Emerging Leaders will be 
prepared to take on leadership positions within ACC and outside of the college, receive 
opportunities to network with faculty and staff, and make new friends.

The Emerging Leadership Challenge will take place on Fridays from 9:30-
11:30 a.m. starting september 30, 2011, at the Highland Business Center. 
Only 30 applicants will be accepted, so be sure to apply by september 23, 2011. 
Applications are available on the Student Life website.

In the past leadership events have included popular activities such as the “Presidential 
Advisors Game” of 2009 where students held lively debates on issues that dominated the 
American political scene. 

Accept the challenge and light the way as an Emerging Leader.

Name Ryan May
Major Public Affairs, Constitutional 
Law
Plans Transfer to the University of 
Texas at Austin for a Master of Arts in Public 
Affairs, with hopes to work for the United 
States Justice Department 
Involvement Sigma Alpha 
Pi member, Student Government Association 
Director of Communications
In his words “Being around 
a group of people willing to serve and step up 
to the plate was a real turning point for me. 
My involvement with Sigma has helped me 
to become a more innovative person, as I am 
willing to put forth ideas to solve problems 
instead of shying away from them and waiting 
for someone else to come up with the answer.

Finding something that you genuinely enjoy 
doing helps displace the stress that sometimes 
comes along with class loads, papers, quizzes 
and midterms. It’s paid for by the fees you pay, 
so might as well come enjoy yourself.” 

192011-2012



___Service______

Dates to Remember

November 5, 2011 - 10th annual Project: Build a Park  
November 14-18, 2011 - Hunger and Homelessness 
Awareness Week 
November 21, 2011 - 2012 Who’s Who and 
Presidential Student Achievement Award nominations 
deadline
April 14, 2012 - Project: Serve 
April 16-20, 2012 - National Volunteer Week 

Get farther faster by helping others. Civic engagement 
is an exciting and fulfilling way to build character. Student 
Life holds several activities that allow you to have fun 
while making a difference in the community.

This fall Student Life will sponsor the 10th annual 
Project: Build a Park, and for the first time, will 
observe hunger and homelessness Awareness 
week to raise awareness of the homeless community’s 
needs. Project: serve and national Volunteer 
week also provide opportunities for service in the 
spring. Organizations such as Phi Theta Kappa, Student 
Government Association, Sigma Alpha Pi, and Circle K 
international (CKI) play major roles in these programs. 

CKI is a community service and leadership development 
organization that is new to ACC. Students who join 
now will have the unique experience of working with an 
international organization that is in its formative stages at 
ACC. Join the fun and lead through service.

Get further involved by recognizing fellow Riverbats for 
their service. Nominate deserving students for the Who’s 
Who Among Students in American Junior Colleges and 
the Presidential Student Achievement awards. 

Presidential Award nominees must demonstrate 
commitment to ACC values and vision through service, 
maintain a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0, overcome 
obstacles, and be recipients of a degree or certificate in the 

upcoming graduation ceremony.
Requirements for Who’s Who nominees 

include academic excellence, leadership 
within a school organization, community 
involvement, and future leadership ability 
and potential.

Name Jessica Blair
Major Culinary Arts
Plans Open up a bakery and restaurant
Involvement Star of Student Life for 
Round Rock, member of Christians on Campus, writer for 
accent newspaper, Student Life work-study at Rio Grande.
In her words “I love tutoring my study 
group for math. Christians on Campus brought me out of 
my comfort zone, and the time I was helping in Student Life 
at Round Rock Campus and working with Student Life at 
Rio Grande has helped me in going after what I really want 
to do with my life.

My goals for the coming year for each of the groups are 
simple. I want to take what I learned and help others find 
things about themselves that they didn't know, and help 
them have a better time adjusting to college life if they come 
straight from high school.”

service

Going the extra mile 
with student service
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___Service______

Name Hannah O’Hearn 
Major Business Administration
Plans Earn a Master in Business Administration
Involvement President of Circle K 
International at ACC
In her words “I joined CKI to expand 
my leadership skills and do some good with my free time. 
Having a community service organization is important 
because it creates and promotes service events for students 
to participate in. The organization can be a contact point for 
the community to get information to students about other 
service opportunities. 

CKI is a great way to meet other students and put 
your skills to use in order to do something great for our 
community.”

Name Ahmed Majeed
Major Accounting
Plans Become a Certified Public Accountant
Involvement Treasurer of Circle K 
International at ACC, Orientation Leader, CAB officer
In his words “I want to grow as a 
person and a leader. I plan to do my best to make sure that 
CKI is an active organization that has a role in Austin’s 
volunteering community.” 

Student Life will hold its 10th annual Project: Build a Park on november 5, 2011. Project: Build a Park is one 
of Student Life’s most successful and heavily attended service events, with up to 400 volunteers donating their time.

Every fall since 2002, Student Life has partnered with the Austin Parks Foundation to select a local park, greenbelt 
or recreational area that is in need of volunteer support. Students, faculty, staff, friends, and family 
members come together at the chosen location and work side by side to create a safe, beautiful 
environment for the enjoyment of the Austin community. 

Project: Build a Park provides leadership opportunities and fosters camaraderie which enriches 
ACC’s campuses. Get involved and be a part of this rewarding and character building experience.

Project: Build a Park

pbap page
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__Student_Media____

Keep up with news and current events from 
a student point of view with the award winning 
Accent newspaper, its companion website 
theaccent.org, and Life4u magazine. 

accent newspaper is produced bi-weekly 
throughout the fall and spring semesters and 
life4U magazine, an in-depth guide to Student 
Life, is produced during the summer with a new 
edition given out each fall at orientation. 

Take advantage of the real world journalism 
and media production experience that these 
publications provide. Staff members have 
successfully transferred skills learned at accent 
to their careers with media outlets such as the 
texas tribune and teen Vogue. 

Next semester accent’s newly formed 
multimedia team will produce more video 
content for theaccent.org, and for the first time, 
accent will send a student to cover the Austin 
City Limits music festival with a press pass. In 
the spring, accent will continue its coverage of 
the SXSW interactive, film, and music festival.

accent offers paid hourly positions, 
internships, and In-Training positions on a 
work-study or volunteer basis. All contributing 
students whose content is published in accent 
or theaccent.org can qualify to receive 
compensation based on the amount they 
contribute. In addition, life4U magazine 
provides marketing experience and 
Student Life provides marketing 
internships.

For more information get on the 
accent email list by 
signing up online at 
theaccent.org.

Name Sarah Vasquez

Major Associate of Arts in Journalism, May 2011

Plans Bachelor of Arts in Journalism from Texas State 
University, become a journalist

Involvement 
Former assistant editor of the accent 
newspaper

In her words 
“I strengthened my journalism 
skills by freelancing for the 
newspaper and eventually 
becoming an editor. I got 
to experience what it was 
like to work for an actual 
newspaper. Learning what 

goes on behind the scenes 
helped me become a stronger 

writer. 
Make time to get involved in 

activities that relate to your major. 
I highly recommend writing 
everything down and using a 

planner. It helped me a bunch.”

student media

Follow the road signs
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__Student_Media____

Name Karissa Rodriguez

Major Journalism

Plans Become a reporter or photojournalist for a print or  
online publication

Involvement Editor-in-Chief of accent newspaper

In her words “Working for the Accent has helped 
me build up my confidence and believe in myself. It has been a great 
learning experience. Being on the staff of the Accent newspaper has taught 
me more about working as an editor/photographer and writer than any 
journalism class has.
Students interested in joining the Accent staff and getting paid for their 

contributions should fill out a staff application on our website, theaccent.
org. We are always looking for writers, photographers, videographers, 
artists and graphic designers.”

Each semester Accent sponsors several students to attend a collegiate journalism convention. These conventions 
include workshops and competitions that provide emerging journalists with opportunities to learn and practice skills, 
meet established journalists, and interact with their peers. This fall students will attend the texas Community 
College Journalism Association convention which will be held on October 14, 2011 at Texas State 
University.

In the spring, the texas intercollegiate Press Association convention will be held from March 29 - 
April 1, 2012 in Corpus Christi.

Join in the fun and travel with Accent.

Attend a journalism convention with Accent

Name Natalee Blanchat

Major Communications and Journalism at Texas 
A&M University

Plans Become a journalist

Involvement Former campus editor of  
accent newspaper

In her words “I was able to harness the writing 
skills I learned at accent and easily make the transition to writing for 
the Texas A&M Battalion which is a daily paper. I had a wonderful 
experience working at accent. I will carry the knowledge and experience 
that I gained, and some of the relationships that I built with me for the 
rest of my life.” 
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Shift Into Gear with

Sigma Alpha Pi took its victory 
lap at the 10th Annual Nite in the 
Life Awards when it was declared 
Organization of the Year.

ACC’s chapter of the National 
Society of Leadership and Success, 
Sigma Alpha Pi, helps its members 
develop leadership skills by providing 
real world opportunities and a 
supportive environment in which 
those traits can be honed and 
cultivated.

“One of the main features that I 
love about Sigma Alpha Pi is the live 
broadcasts. They are so inspiring! 
They make you feel like you can go 
out and conquer the world. They give 
you the tools you need and teach 
you how to be a leader,” said Monica 
Martin, president of Sigma Alpha Pi.

“We do fund raisers and have 
volunteer opportunities as well. We 
try to be as involved with events 
around campus as possible, and we 
are making strides to become even 
more involved in the upcoming 
semesters and years,” said Martin.

Membership certainly has its 
privileges. Each semester Sigma 
Alpha Pi hosts several events 
including Leadership Training 
Day, presentations by motivational 
speakers, and a community service 

project for student participation.
Leadership Training Day is an 

exclusive event where members 
meet to discuss and explore career 
paths that will best fit their interests, 
hobbies, and individual skill sets. 
Sigma Alpha Pi also hosts many live 
and videocast presentations which 
are open to all ACC students, faculty, 
and staff. 

This year Sigma Alpha Pi will host 
its first Meet the Profs. The event will 
take place at 10 a.m. on October 21, 
2011, at the Round Rock Campus. 
Meet the Profs will allow students 
to mix and mingle with professors 
from various departments and have 
valuable Q&A time with them. 
Departments represented include 
Business Management, Visual 
Communication, and Psychology and 
Human Development.

This event is an exciting way to 
bridge the gap between faculty and 
students. Attendance is open to all 
ACC students, and refreshments will 
be provided.

Sigma Alpha Pi is an organization 
that helps people discover and 
achieve their goals. “Leaders are not 
born, they are created,” said Martin.

Visit the nearest Student Life office 
to sign up with Sigma Alpha Pi.

“I have learned so much 
about leadership and about 
myself since being involved 
with Sigma Alpha Pi.”

—Monica Martin,  
sigma alpha Pi President

 Sigma Alpha Pi
Year
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“Study Abroad gives you a different experience. You meet college students 
from different areas of the world. I’ve learned that language barriers are not 
an obstacle. Smiles are the same in any language. When students from the 
university came to our apartment, they taught us more than what the teacher 
had in class.”

Edgar Rodriguez, graphic Design

Get off the

Get out of the classroom and explore off-campus experiences

Beaten path
aCC’s Study abroad Program, 
Distance Learning, and 
internships reach beyond the 
classroom to provide customized 
learning experiences. these 
unique opportunities aid 
students in making the most 
of the curriculum and their 
educational goals.

disciplines so students can choose a program that best suits 
their educational and personal goals. Programs have been 
offered in China, Belize, Costa Rica, Peru, Mexico, Argentina, 
and England, and there are plans to expand to other locations 
in Europe, Asia, the Caribbean, and South America. 

Eligible students can apply for federal financial aid, the 
ACC Board of Trustee’s Study Abroad Scholarship, or outside 
scholarships. International Program Coordinators can help 
you understand how to fund your study abroad experience 
and make sure you meet all program requirements during 
individual advising sessions. Visit austincc.edu/intstudy for 
more information.

Explore distant roads
Rev up your cultural experience and gain global perspective 

through the Study Abroad Program. International travel, 
making friends overseas, and experiencing a new culture 
while earning college credit are just some of the benefits of 
studying abroad.

The program provides opportunities to build professional 
skills in inter-cultural communication, foreign language, 
international business, and conflict resolution. Transfer 
students who participate in an ACC study abroad program 
are typically ahead of students at four-year institutions, who 
often wait until their junior year to go abroad, according to 
the Director of International Programs Stephanie Amundson.

ACC strives to offer study abroad opportunities across 
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“Working outside of school is completely different than in school. There’s 
more collaboration, and you have to manage your time. Employers 
understand that you are a student so they take you under their wings and 
teach you. It’s more of a mentorship than a job.”

Erin Miller, graphic Design

“I would recommend taking Distance Learning for subjects that you are more 
confident with learning independently. You must have a certain amount of 
discipline. If you procrastinate, things will pile up and you won’t get the 
most out of the class.” John Parsons, Computer Science

Get more mileage from your classes 
Some classes are only a computer screen away thanks to 

the Distance Learning Program. Distance Learning courses 
receive the same credits and follow the same semester time 
frames as their on-campus counterparts. The difference is 
that you determine the day, time, and location of instruction. 
Distance Learning provides the ultimate in scheduling 
flexibility when balancing school, work, and personal 
commitments. 

Classes in the program come in a variety of formats such as:
•	 Online courses
•	 Instructional television
•	 Hybrid courses which include online instruction and 

face-to-face conferences with instructors
•	 Print-based courses
•	 Directed studies
The registration process is the same as on-campus classes, 

and all Distance Learning classes begin with an orientation to 
familiarize students with the design and delivery of the class 
curriculum and to communicate expectations for the class. 
Exams are taken on campus in the ACC Academic Testing 
Centers or at other instructor-approved testing sites through 
the Distance Testing Program.

Students participating in Distance Learning are eligible to 
take part in all ACC services and Student Life events. 

Jump start your new career
ACC offers numerous internship opportunities to 

prepare you for your chosen career. Industry exposure and 
professional contacts provide market insight and a head 
start in seeking employment. The hands-on experience 
allows you to enter the work force with practical skills and 
confidence.

Internships are organized within each department and 
follow varied criteria. Some of the departments offering 
internships include: 
•	 Accounting
•	 Human Services 
•	 Hospitality Management
•	 Radio, TV, Film
•	 Visual Communication
•	 Student Life
Check with your major’s department to learn more about 

internship opportunities that provide college credit.
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fIrInG on all cylInderS
the Center for Student Political Studies (CSPS) 
sped into the winner’s circle with the prestigious 
title of aCC’s Club of the Year at the 10th annual 
nite in the Life awards ceremony. the club won 
11 of the 18 awards for which it was nominated. 
the ceremony recognizes students, faculty, staff, 
and organizations for their involvement with 
Student Life.

“Working with Student Life and CSPS helps with 
leadership skills and allows me to work with Center for 
Public Policy and Political Studies. I’ve learned to use 
other resources at the college, developed relationships 
and great networking.”
-Avy Gonzalez, founder and  former president of CSPS



CSPS is the student volunteer arm 
for ACC’s Center for Public Policy 
and Political Studies (CPPPS). This 
nonpartisan, nonprofit program provides 
ACC’s students with in-depth knowledge 
of how government policies are created and 
executed. The program strives to improve 
communications between public entities 
and the people they serve. 

It’s all about practical experience and 
active participation. “People get hung up 
on the word ‘political’ in our name ... We 
are a lot more fun than we sound!” said 
current CSPS President Samantha L. Davis. 

CSPS has organized and carried out 
several events which encourage the 
political and civic activism of ACC 
students.

At the 2010 Constitution Day, guest 
speakers, including judges and local 
political figures, discussed constitutional 

issues such as gay marriage in an open 
forum. 

CSPS also held a mock congressional 
hearing, in conjunction with the University 
of Texas, on health care reform at the 
State Capitol. Students took on the roles 
of state senators and representatives (both 
Democrat and Republican) and questioned 
professional lobbyists who testified before 
them.

In addition to the club’s full calendar of 
events, CSPS also hosts Earth Day events 
where vendors display their ecofriendly 
devices, sustainable products, and promote 
green living. Earth Day is celebrated on 
April 22 each year. 

CSPS has plans to re-introduce Diversity 
Week at ACC, and to make their events 
bigger and better.

Contact the Office of Student Life in 
order to get involved with CSPS.

“Because of this club, I went from being terrified of 
speaking in public to giving a speech on honoring the 
forgotten heroes—those on whose backs this state was 
built—in front of nearly 300 people. The energy in that 

room, with nearly every type of Texan present, will be a 
treasured memory.” 

-Samantha Davis, 2011–2012 president of CSPS

fIrInG on all cylInderS
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Get in the game.



Cypress Creek Campus
1555 Cypress Creek Road
Cedar Park, Texas 78613
512.223.2000
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Kyle Landrum prepares supplies for a lab assignment in his 
chemistry class. Health Science programs, Criminal Justice, and 
Real Estate are a few of the programs that you can take at 
Cypress offers.

The Cypress Creek Campus opened in 1991 with less than 
1,000 students. Originally surrounded by rural fields, the 
campus now serves more than 5,000 students in the thriving city 
of Cedar Park.

The campus culture is all about fun which is evident as Felicia, 
the pink, inflatable flamingo, welcomes students to campus 
every fall. A dozen more plastic flamingos greet students on 
special occasions and holidays as one of the campus’ vibrant 
traditions. The laid back and welcoming atmosphere makes 
students feel comfortable and at home. “We’re family here,” said 
Linda Haywood, who has served as campus manager for eight 
years.

New students are welcome to come into her office to talk and 
blow off steam or get help with anything from class schedules to 
finding out where to go on campus. Haywood describes her job 
in one sentence,“We make people happy.” 

CY

PreSS Creek

Bldg. 1000
Room 1121

SWING
by your

Student Life
office:
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Campus Events
• The Annual Art Show features the work 
of students, faculty, staff, and community 
members.

• Soul Food Day, A Celebration of Black History 
showcases foods such as fried chicken, 
black eyed peas, and greens, along with 
entertainment by local artists and the 
ebenezer Baptist Church gospel Choir. 

• Cypress Professional Day allows students 
to consult with professionals such as 
superintendents, teachers, entrepreneurs, 
military representatives, and lawyers. 

• Finale B4 the Finals! provides fun, games, 
prizes, and food to relieve stress just before 
finals. 

• Valentine’s Day community service takes place 
the week before Valentine’s Day. Students 
make personalized cards for delivery to a 
home for seniors in the austin area. Candy 
and cards are also given out to students to 
share with each other. 

Health Science
Criminal Justice

Real Estate

MAJOR 
programs

“Many professors here 
tell us information about 
the learning labs and the 

facilities that are here 
and everything we can 

take advantage of.”
-Chandler Purcell

“The instructor that 
I have here is pretty 
cool. literature isn’t 

something that I 
normally like, and she’s 

made it pretty fun.”
-anival Valadez

WHAT YOUR

Classmates
HAVE TO SAY

Featured Facilities
• The Health Sciences Department houses 
a training facility with hospital beds and medical 
equipment for the nursing students.

• The commons area in building 1000 provides 
a beautiful and spacious gathering area for 
students and community functions.

• The multipurpose room provides space for 
events hosted by campus and community 
groups.
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Features
Campus Activity Funding Board (CAB)
Student Activity Advisory Board (SAAB)
Paid Positions
Nite in the Life
Student Recognition

Test-drive your options.



Features
Campus Activity Funding Board (CAB)
Student Activity Advisory Board (SAAB)
Paid Positions
Nite in the Life
Student Recognition

Test-drive your options.

3401 Webberville Road
Austin, Texas 78702

512.223.5100

Eastview Campus
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Since opening in March 1999, Eastview Campus has 
become one of ACC’s largest campuses. 

Despite the busy atmosphere, the central courtyard, 
between buildings 2000 and 3000, provides students with 
a peaceful haven under the trees with tables and benches 
where they can take a break and meet with friends. In 
addition to casual gatherings, this area is also used for 
musical and dramatic events.

Just off the courtyard in building 2000, Simon’s 
Cafe and the student lounge with its large screen TVs, 
microwave ovens, and snack machines, are also popular 
areas where students can find just about everything they 
need to eat, study, or relax. Juanita Mendez, who has 
been campus manager since Eastview opened, ensures 
that students have a safe and comfortable environment.

Damon Weaver practices life saving techniques as part of the EMS 
program at the Eastview Campus. You can study Dental Hygiene 
and Emergency Medical Services along with Culinary Arts and other 
major courses of study at Eastview.

eaStVieW

Health Sciences
Fire Protection Technology

Culinary Arts
Child Development

MAJOR 
programs

Bldg. 2000
Room 2158

SWING
by your

Student Life
office:
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“The view from the 
second floor balcony is 
a great place to relax.” 

 - shane stone

“I like how convenient 
this campus is for me.” 

- ebony Caithers

“everyone here  
is good.” 

  -trevor Villwock

WHAT YOUR

Classmates
HAVE TO SAY

•Juneteenth Celebration  is a celebration of music where 
local talent is showcased. 

•Gospel Extravaganza is a concert celebrating Black 
history Month and featuring local gospel groups. 

•Bistro 3158 is a full service restaurant run by culinary 
arts students featuring a multi-course meal and is open 
to the general public. for reservations, call 223.5334.

Campus Events

• Two full commercial kitchens that can convert to a dining 
room complete with point of sale register software to 
ring-up meals are available. 

• The African American Cultural Center provides advising and 
support services as well as a place to network with 
other students.

• A Dental Hygiene lab features a 16 dental chair clinic 
where supervised Dental hygiene students clean the 
teeth of neighborhood residents, aCC students, and 
aCC staff for free.

• A transitional living apartment is used by health Sciences 
students to practice their skills in a typical home 
environment.

• Four fully equipped 10 bed nursing labs that simulate 
a multi-bed hospital ward environment, with two 
mannequin patients provide instructors the ability to 
simulate physical symptoms such as an elevated pulse 
or labored breathing.

• The Surgical Technology lab has four fully equipped 
surgical theaters with mannequin simulators where 
students can participate in realistic surgeries.

Featured Facilities
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11928 Stonehollow Drive
Austin, Texas 78758
512.223.4000

Northridge Campus
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The Northridge Campus, which opened in 1989, has the 
largest student population in the ACC District. Even with its 
large population, “Students tell me that this campus feels very 
inviting and that the atmosphere is welcoming,” said Campus 
Manager Belvolyn Smith.

The fountain with its statue of Prometheus, the mythical 
benefactor of mankind, provides a scenic area for students to 
relax and enjoy the outdoors. The benches and picnic tables 
that have been placed around campus also promote a sense of 
community as students congregate on the grounds. However, 
some students prefer to lie under the trees and read while 
others play card games in the Student Life office or gather at 
the cafe, library, or student lounge.

Trombonist Robert Tung rehearses with the Northridge jazz band. Music, 
Radio-Television-Film, and Photographic Technology are a few of the areas 
you can focus on at Northridge.

nOrthriDge

Commercial Music Management
Radio-Television-Film
Visual Communication 

Photography

MAJOR 
programs

Bldg. 1000
Room 1112

SWING by your

Student Life office:
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“The staff in the offices 

are really great in 

helping me decide what 

class I need to take.”  

- Michael Preite

“In the music 

department, having 

access to many different 

musical instruments is 

amazing to me.” 

 - drea dawson

“They have great 
resources and equipment 

to practice with.” 
- Gabriel white

WHAT YOUR

Classmates
HAVE TO SAY

• A choir camp for aCC students as well as a camp for 
high school students is offered during the summer.

• The Involvement Fair is an event where all clubs and 
organizations recruit students around campus.

• A Market Day features arts and crafts made by faculty 
and staff every fall.

Campus Events
• The Gaming Development Institute includes game 
development labs with state-of-the-art equipment to provide 
students with the best technology.

• The campus is also home to a television production and 
recording studio.

Featured Facilities

nOrthriDge

412011-2012





Pinnacle Campus
7748 Highway 290 West
Austin, Texas 78736
512.223.8001
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Before becoming an ACC campus in 1990, the Pinnacle 
building was occupied by a bank. The campus now houses a state-
of-the-art television studio and production facility, and a newly 
remodeled learning lab where tutoring and other services are 
provided to students for free. 

The campus is also home of the Distance Learning Program, 
which affords students the flexibility of taking classes online 
when they have little availability in their schedule to commit to a 
classroom course.

The campus atmosphere is laid back and warm and offers plenty 
of parking, so getting to class is less of a concern for students. 
Some of the favorite spots for students to congregate include the 
benches in the entryway and also in the Student Life lounge and 
commons.

Campus Manager David Tucker describes the campus as tall 
and friendly referring to the multi-storied structure and a “great 
student body.”

Art students showcase their work with pride after a successful semester of Drawing I at the Pinnacle Campus. Drawing I is 
one of many art classes you can take at Pinnacle. 

1st Floor
Room 108

Pin
naCLe

SWING by your 
Student Life 

office:
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“It has the classes I 
need to take, and it’s 
close by.” 
  - aaron dillan

“The teachers and 
classes are great.” 
 - austin adams

Computer Information Systems
Business Administration

Accounting 
Art

MAJOR 
programs

WHAT YOUR

Classmates
HAVE TO SAY

• The Health and Wellness Fair is an opportunity for students 
to have fun and become educated on personal health. 
the college-wide fair offers events such as workshops, 
demonstrations, self-help techniques and free screenings, 
and begins October 11, 2011 on different campuses. Past 
events include informational workshops discussing the long-
term effect of domestic violence in the home, and being 
knowledgeable and aware of the link between physical and 
mental health. especially beneficial to students has been the 
stress management workshop, helping students balance work, 
school, and personal well-being.

• Unity Jam, is a celebration of aCC’s diverse student body. 
the Pinnacle event will be held on March 1, 2012, and will 
highlight multiculturalism, food, music, and dance.

Campus Events

Featured Facilities
• A state-of-the-art television studio and production facility with video 
conferencing and satellite feeds is available.

• The learning lab has been upgraded and expanded to 
accommodate the heavy student usage.

Pin
naCLe
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Rio Grande Campus
1212 Rio Grande
Austin, Texas 78701
512.223.3000

472011-2012



Constructed in 1916, Rio Grande’s main building was home to 
Austin High School and became ACC’s first campus in 1975. The 
campus serves an average of 8,000 to 9,000 students in the fall and 
spring semesters and is located in the heart of downtown Austin, 
just blocks away from the State Capitol. 

Numerous press conferences have been held on the front steps of 
the Rio Grande Campus, and scenes from several movies including 
“Miss Congeniality” with Sandra Bullock and “Man of the House” 
with Tommy Lee Jones have been shot there.

Rio Grande is known for promoting the arts, and the campus 
has a hip, urban vibe. Because of its proximity to downtown, many 
students get around by biking and walking. Students also enjoy 
soaking up the atmosphere outside the campus by having picnics 
and doing yoga on the lawn. The student lounge in the main 
building and the balcony of building 3000 are favorite student hang 
outs. “The atmosphere of RGC is very inviting, welcoming and 
collegiate,” said Campus Manager Marilyn Lee Taylor.

“I enjoy being 
able to ride my 
bike to class and 
the availability 
of bike racks.” 
 - harry hunter

“everyone here is so 
nice.” 
  - libby Knight

WHAT YOUR

Classmates
HAVE TO SAY

riO
 granDe
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Natasha Johnson intricately cuts into her clay during Ceramics I. Rio Grande 
offers you opportunities to participate in art, dance, and drama.

Human Services
Legal Assistant

Dance
Drama

MAJOR 
programs

• Carnival ah!, is a two-day, outdoor 
celebration of arts and humanities which 
features open dance classes, art installations 
and sales, drama, poetry and food.
• The Big Read is a partnership between the 
arts and humanities Division and the national 
endowment for the arts (nea) which provides 
people with the opportunity to read and discuss 
a single book within their communities. the 
initiative includes innovative reading programs 
and comprehensive resources for discussing 
classic literature.

• A theater offers space for dance recitals, 
plays, special events, and concerts held 
throughout the year.

• A ceramics and pottery studio is available for the 
art classes.

Campus Events

Main Bldg.
Room 101.1

SWING
by your
Student Life
office:

Featured Facilities
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1020 Grove Boulevard
Austin, Texas 78744
512.223.6000

Riverside Campus
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Riverside Campus opened in 1984 on the former site of 
the Austin Country Club. Golf greats such as Ben Crenshaw 
and Harvey Penick honed their athletic skills on the grounds 
where students now sharpen their academic skills.

The atmosphere at Riverside is warm and intimate with the 
golf course and the lush landscape adding to the country club 
feel. There are many areas for students to unwind and enjoy 
the campus.

As campus manager of Riverside for the past 12 years, 
Franklin Taylor has worked to ensure that students have 
an environment that is conducive to learning and social 
development. “I believe in a holistic approach to enabling 
connections between students to enhance their success,” said 
Taylor.

Valerie Noffsinger works at her station during a Jewelry Technique 
class offered at the Riverside Campus. You can work toward a degree in 
Welding or Jewelry at Riverside among other programs.

Bldg. G
Room 8130

SWING
by your

Student Life
office:
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“It’s filled with great 

people!” 
 - dave Krummel

“It’s very close to 
home.” 
 - Klarisa adams

WHAT YOUR

Classmates
HAVE TO SAY

•The Annual Car Show gives students, faculty, staff and 
community members the opportunity to show off and view 
vintage and customized cars. event proceeds go toward 
aCC scholarships for Del Valle high School automotive 
students. 

•Dia de la Familia, held each spring, provides a fun outlet for 
students and their families to enjoy live music, games, and 
delicious food while learning more about aCC’s offerings 
and exploring hispanic culture.

Campus Events

•Flat screens have been placed in the lobbies for students’ 
viewing pleasure, and the upstairs patio on building 1000 
provides a comfortable, scenic place for students to 
unwind.

•The Latino/Latin American Studies Center, also known as el 
Centro, supports Latino and Mexican american studies as 
it strives to increase understanding and awareness of the 
culture, history and contributions of Latinos.

Featured Facilities

Computer Aided Design 
Welding 

Construction Management 
Jewelry

 Automotive 

MAJOR 
programs

riVerSiDe
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Don’t let Student Life pass you by.

•	 6	locations	near	UT
•	Cable	and	internet	included
•	 Individual	leases

The Quarters 
on Campus

Call us @ 512-531-0123

•	 Furnished	units	available
•	 24	hour	fitness	facility
•	Major	in	living	well

www.quartersoncampus.com
Follow us on Twitter

Join us on Facebook

Download our FREE Iphone App



4400 College Park Drive
Round Rock, Texas 78665
512.223.0000

Round Rock Campus
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With the help from Instructor Robert Pehlham, Robert Lambert and Michael Teague diagnose a problem during 
their Automotive Electronics class at the Round Rock Campus. You can participate in the Biotechnology, Nursing, 
and Automotive Technology workforce programs offered at the Round Rock Campus. 

At one year old, Round Rock is ACC’s newest campus. 
Opened in the fall of 2010, the campus serves the rapidly 
growing community of Round Rock and has already 
reached capacity with more than 5000 students.

Campus Manager Judy VanCleve has been an active 
figure at ACC for 32 years and is passionate about 
providing students with a dynamic atmosphere which 
promotes learning and personal development. “I became 
a campus manager to be a part of an organization that 
helped people. It was a calling of the heart.”

Although the campus has only been open for a year, its 
campus life is off to a vigorous start. A culture of service 
and participation is already emerging as evidenced by the 
student led activities sponsored by Student Life.

Bldg. 2000
Room 2117

SWING
by your

Student Life
office:

Nursing
Automotive Technology

Radiology
Biotechnology

MAJOR 
programs
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• The first Riverbat 5K Run was held at the round rock 
Campus in april 2011 with 23 students, faculty and staff 
members participating. Plans are in the works to make this 
an annual event.

• Round Rock Campus’ first blood drive was held in april 
2011 with the highest number of student participants for a 
single drive at an aCC campus. Look out for more drives in 
the fall. 

• A combined Club Fest and Health Awareness Fair was held to 
encourage participation in Student Life and promote health 
and well being. established clubs recruited new members, 
and information on how students may form new clubs was 
provided along with services from local vendors. the next 
health fair will be held on March 1, 2012.

• The Unity Jam is a celebration of aCC’s diverse student 
body. this event will be held on October 19, 2011 and will 
highlight multiculturalism, food, music, and dance.

• The Involvement Fair is an event designed to showcase 
campus clubs and organizations so that students can pursue 
their interests and get involved. the next fair will be held on 
January 31, 2012.

• The fountain near building 1000 and the courtyard 
and student commons area of building 2000 provide 
comfortable areas for students to socialize and relax. 

• The Amphitheater behind building 1000 is available for 
classes and other events.

“The small 
classrooms provide 

opportunities to talk 
to the instructors.” 

  - liliana Ordonez

WHAT YOUR

Classmates
HAVE TO SAY

“The teachers are 
great. They will stay 
and help when I 
have a problem.” 
- richard araiza

Campus Events

Featured Facilities

rO
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1820 West Stassney Lane
Austin, Texas 78745
512.223.9100

South Austin Campus
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The South Austin Campus opened in August 2006 and offers a variety 
of resources for students. Classes for the deaf and hard of hearing are 
taught in sign language, allowing students who are hearing impaired to 
attend classes without an interpreter. Also headquartered at the campus 
is the English for Speakers of Other Languages Department (ESOL). 
Other campus resources include the learning lab, a place where students 
can seek help with their studies or use the computers provided, a student 
lounge, the library and the campus bookstore.

In addition to classes in visual communications such as 3D animation, 
graphic design and computer illustration, the campus has several paid 
opportunities with the Office of Student Life for student involvement, 
especially for students participating in the work-study program. 

Main Bldg. 
Room 1121

SWINGby your

Student Life
office:

SO
Uth aUStin

Visual Communication
American Sign Language

Chemistry
History

MAJOR 
programs
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Madeline Pelan listens closely as her instructor explains 
the first project for Design Communication I. You can 
study Visual Communications, American Sign Language 
Studies, Chemistry, and History at the South Austin 
campus.

“The people are 
nice and the 

classes are great, 
man.” 

- Jose solia

“It’s convenient
for me.” 

 - daniel Goodwyn

WHAT YOUR

Classmates
HAVE TO SAY

• Every year in October, the campus hosts a pumpkin 
carving event which creates an environment of student 
interaction and fun.

• Clubfest was a recruiting event for aCC clubs and 
organizations sponsored by the Office of Student Life. this 
year look for SL Involvement Fairs on each campus.

Campus Events

• ACC has partnered with Austin Independent School 
District’s Crockett high School, located across the street 
from the campus, to create the Crockett-ACC Automotive Center 
which offers automotive classes to both high school and 
college students.

• Two science labs are available for science classes 
including biology, anatomy and physiology, microbiology, 
and chemistry.

Featured Facilities
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Your success is the main priority at aCC. in order to have an active and 
satisfying campus life, in and out of the classroom, aCC provides a variety 
of campus resources. Students are encouraged to take advantage of the 
programs and facilities designed to make their time culturally enlightening, 
socially fulfilling, and academically productive.

Learning Labs
Tune up your skills at the learning labs located on every campus. 

The learning labs are designed to help students become independent, 
active learners through highly individualized services. According 
to Director of Student Services Terri Kelly, studies have shown that 
students perform better and make higher grades when they use the 
learning labs regularly. Students are urged to visit the learning labs 
often and early in the semester.

 All learning lab services are free to ACC students and available on 
a walk-in basis. All you need is a valid ACC student ID card.

Services provided by the labs include tutoring by professional 
tutors, many of whom have a master’s degree, supplemental 
instruction from peer tutors, and 24-7 online tutoring. Individual 
as well as group sessions are available. Tutoring is available for most 
classes as well as exam preparation. Handouts for major exams such 
as THEA and COMPASS are also available, and rooms in the labs 
may be reserved for study groups. Many textbooks are also available 
for loan during lab visits.

Computers are available for use along with help for online services 
such as Blackboard, ACC’s online service for managing classes, 
registration, and other student/classroom management functions.

In order to get the most benefit from learning lab services, become 
familiar with the website at austincc.edu/tutor. Tutoring schedules, 
online handouts, and employment information are all available.

“I frequently use the learning lab and its tutoring 
services. It is very helpful as I maintain a 17 credit 
hour course load.”
- Mat Schneider, Premed student and learning 
lab user

GETon
theRIGHT

62



Libraries 
Each ACC campus has a library with 

thousands of print, online, and media 
resources. Materials can be returned to 
any campus library unless the item is on a 
reserved list. 

The libraries provide bright, well-equipped 
areas for study, media viewing and reading. 
They also offer photocopying and printing 
services, and online resources such as e-books 
for checkout and online librarian assistance. 
Visit the website at library.austincc.edu. 
Libraries also provide student employment 
opportunities.

Bookstores
ACC’s bookstores not only carry textbooks, 

school supplies and snacks, but also carry a 
variety of Riverbat merchandise at every main 
campus, and ACC receives a percentage of all 
sales.  Revenue from Riverbat merchandise is 
set aside to go back into student support and 
scholarships. 

Show your school pride by purchasing 
Riverbat hats, T-shirts, sweatshirts, coffee 
mugs and water bottles. 

“working at the 
learning lab allows 
me to help people. 
students can get 
help with tutoring 
for their classes, they 
can borrow textbooks 
while in the lab, and 
use the computers and 
printers.”
- noemi Gamez, dental 
Hygiene student and 
learning lab assistant

“I like working at the 
learning lab because 
the staff is wonderful 
and helpful, I get to 
know other students 
on a personal level and 
I have realized that 
I’m not the only one 
who needs help with 
school work.” 
- terrenda Phillips, dental 
Hygiene student and 
learning lab assistant

TRACK
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